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antecedents peculiarly fitting him for the Vice-regal office in an
eastern empire. He was highly esteemed by the Anglo-Indian
community for the self-denying readiness with which he had
diverted to India the European force destined to support him in
China, postponing important schemes in the execution of which
he was specially interested, and for the success of which he was
answerable, in order to succour the Indian Government in its
moment of need.

Five months afterwards, the Calcutta Gazette announced to
all India, in befitting terms, that Canning had died in London
after a brief illness. It soon became known that shortly after
his arrival in England he had fallen sick unto death. When
warned by .the physicians of his impending end, he said,
" What, so soon!" and then quietly turned his face towards the
wall to die.

Entering upon his duties Lord Elgin remained for nearly a
year at Calcutta, making his preliminary study of the strange
country under his care, learning all that could be learnt at the
capital in respect to those wide dominions, and discovering that
this knowledge is but a small part of the great lesson which has
sooner or later to be mastered. Being naturally a man of
social tastes and cheery disposition, he became very popular
at Calcutta. He wisely endeavoured to conciliate European
opinion there, perhaps remembering how hostile it had once
been towards his predecessor. He possessed a manner which
pleased and attracted the leading classes at Calcutta, to a degree
seldom attained by any Governor-General. When he was
departing thence on his journey to the north, the European
inhabitants gave a public entertainment in his honour at the
Town Hall and testified their regard for him in the most
emphatic manner.

I had the advantage of interviews with him several times,
without doing much work under his immediate orders, because,
as already mentioned in chapter X., I had been appointed by
Lord Canning, shortly before his departure from India, to act
as Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces.

These Provinces were, as their name implies, situate in the